Records of myxomycetes exist for 31 countries located in the five major geopolitical and climatic regions of North, East, South, Central and West Africa. Each region is listed followed by the countries included. Information provided for each country consists of (a) three upper case letters indicating the country's abbreviation used and (b) a superscript in lower case letters that denotes the sources of information. Records on the occurrence of myxomycetes in Canary Islands are only provided for comparison purposes.
List of species and occurrences
Overall, 294 species representing 49 genera are known from 31 countries and territories in Africa (Fig. 1) . No records of myxomcetes were found in the 27 countries and territories of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Togo in Western Africa; Central African Republic (C.A.R), Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principle as well as Sudan in Central Africa; Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Mayotte and Somalia in Eastern Africa; and Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland and Zimbabwe in Southern Africa. An analyses of the number of genera and species in Africa found that Physarum was the most abundant, followed by Didymium, Diderma, Arcyria, Licea, Cribraria, Badhamia and Trichia (Fig. 2) (11) , Arcyria incarnata (10), Cribraria microcarpa (10), Lamproderma scintillans (10) and Perichaena corticalis (10). Fifty seven species can be regarded as common (occurring in five to nine countries) and another 43 species can be considered as occasional (found in three to four countries).
In the list given below, species are arranged alphabetically, and information on each species occurrences is provided. Following each species in parentheses is the number of countries from which it has been reported in Africa (A), and then regions in Africa (N for North, E: East, S: South, C: Central, W: West) and countries in which the species has been reported. All of the 121 species known from Canary Islands are included in this list and are informally placed in the North Africa category just for comparison purposes. Species found in the Canary Islands are not included in the tally for the species of myxomycetes known from Africa.
